
Sonshine  Community Services 

Box 34067 RPO Westbrook 

Calgary, AB  T3C 3W2 

WHAT  YOU CAN DO 

Spring is a time for new growth.  Growth hasn’t stopped as Sonshine Community Services continues to move forward. The offices 

are in a new location in one  headquarters and Sonshine Centre has expanded its facilities to 24 units.  This process of  growth 
makes Sonshine, now more than ever, in critical nee d of your help .  Your partnership with Sonshine enables us to con-
tinue to serve the City of Calgary.   

 You Can Help by: 

Financial Contributions:    cheque, money order, credit card, automatic withdrawal (contact Jacquie Shand at 214-2611) 

Volunteering:   as an individual, family, group, company, church (contact Terry-Mae Hepburn at 243-0274) 

Donations of good & services:   (contact Terry-Mae Hepburn at 243-0274) 

Becoming a Members:   $20 per person 

Refer to Website:   www.sonshine.ab.ca  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - detach and mail with your membership or donation - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -�
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The Board of Sonshine Community Services is proud to announce the appointment of Joy Johnson-
Green PhD as new Executive Director.   Joy comes to Sonshine with  20 years of experience in the 
area of domestic violence.  This includes working as a Crisis and Outreach Counsellor, a Communications 
Manager, a Supervisor of Community Services, and more recently as the Interim Executive Director for the 
Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter.  She has been a well sought-after and respected speaker and trainer in 
the Domestic Violence Sector, providing guest lectures on the topic of family violence to post secondary 
institutions.  Joy was awarded the Jerry P. Selenger award in 2003 for outstanding contributions to the area of 
Domestic Violence Prevention.  

The Board of Directors also welcomes new members. Among them new Board 
Chair, Bruce Daze . Bruce graduated from the University of Regina with a BA Honours in Political 
Science. He served in both federal and municipal levels of government.  He began his career in fundraising 
as a consultant with Ketchum Canada where he directed three successful campaigns, including the $45 
million Building on the Vision Campaign for the University of Calgary. Since then Bruce has been VP for 
Western Canada for Ketchum Canada, Executive Director for the Foothills Hospital Foundation where he 
directed the $50 million Partners in Health Campaign, Director of Development for the Calgary Zoo where 
he directed the Zoo’s $30 million Destination Africa Campaign and an independent consultant with various 
non-profit groups including the Alberta Children’s Hospital, Heritage Park and the Calgary Humane Society.  
Bruce also serves as a volunteer board member of the Alberta Adolescent Recovery Centre. 

N E W  L E A D E R S H I P  

N E W  L O C A T I O N  

We have arrived!!  The journey from approval by membership on April 28, 2004 to purchasing the building to occupancy of  our 
new facility on April 28, 2007 has been a challenging and exciting one.  It has provided the opportunity to see the three programs of 
Sonshine Community Services - Centre Residential Program, Family Day Homes, and Community Counseling Services come 
together in one office headquarters, along with a 24-unit residence which has become home to families fleeing domestic violence and 
abuse.  This beautiful facility is the culmination of the efforts of many. Funding from CMHC Shelter Enhancement Program, 
Service Canada National Homeless Initiative, The Ca lgary Homeless Foundation, and other donors made th is vision a 
reality. The Board of Directors and Building Commit tee members gave tirelessly of their time.  
Staff diligently participated in the transition and  physical move. Our heartfelt thanks go out to 
all our supporters and stakeholders .   

The Grand Opening was celebrated in November 30, 2007.  Cutting the ribbon are Brian Hollohan—
Manager of Community Development from the Calgary CMHC Business Centre; Alana Delong—
MLA, Calgary Bow;  Joy Johnson-Green—Executive Director, Sonshine Community Services; and 
Joe Connelly, Deputy Mayor, City of Calgary. 

�

�

Spring 2008 Sonscene  - A  Year in Review 

NEW LOGO 

          New Look Same Exceptional Service! 

The new logo was unveiled at the Grand Opening celebration.  
Many thanks to professional designer, Kevin Kerr                  

    who donated countless hours of his expertise  to complete this design.   



The Sonscene is published by Sonshine Society of Christian      
Community Services,  a registered charitable organization. 

Registered Charity Business # 119156412 RR0001 The Society is 
incorporated under the Societies Act (Alberta).   

Sonshine has designated $15,000 for fund raising for 2008 and will 
need to fund raise $600,000 for the year. 

The Society includes: 

Administration 

Joy Johnson-Green, Executive Director PhD             
Jacquie Shand, Business Manager                   

Wendy Vollmin, Executive Assistant 

Sonshine Centre 

Director, Lenora Wiebe RSW 

 A long-term residential program for women and    
children fleeing family violence. 

Sonshine Family Day Homes 

Director, Anya Dodd ECE Dip 

A program providing accredited child care in homes. 

Sonshine Community Counseling Services 

Director, Geri Karsten BSW RSW MA 

A program providing counseling services                 
for those in need. 

Address:  Box 34067 RPO Westbrook  Calgary AB  T3C 3W2  

Telephone:  (403) 243-2002 

Fax: (403) 287-2194 

Email:  info@sonshine.ab.ca 

Website:  www.sonshine.ab.ca 

Sonshine  Community Services 
 Board of Directors 

 
Bruce Daze - Chair 

Kinga Szercez - Vice Chair 
Richard Feasel - Secretary/Treasurer 

George Zietsma 
Philip Vander Ziel 
Richard Anderson 
Sandy Vander Ziel 

Heidi DeJong 

Honorary Membership for Services         
1999-2007 

  

Lester Jager was presented with an 
honorary lifetime membership for his 
years of faithful   service to Sonshine 
Community Services as a member of 
the Board of Directors and for his   
vision leading to the relocation and 
expansion of the facility. 

Sonshine Community Services Mission Statement  

To effectively deliver services from a Christian pe rspective that support the development of healthy i ndividuals and fami-

lies, assist in the building of respectful relation ships, and respond to the needs of those experienci ng family violence and 

abuse. 

Mandates  

· Sonshine Community Services:  To provide social ser vices from a Christian perspective on a not-for-pro fit basis. 

· Sonshine Centre Residential Program:  To provide a long-term residential program for women and 
children who have experienced family violence and a buse. 

· Sonshine Community Counseling Services:  To provide  counseling to individuals, families, and 
groups, and education and support opportunities to the community. 

· Sonshine Family Day Homes:  To provide quality fami ly childcare for all children up to 12. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Sonshine   
Society of Christian Community Services will be 

held Thursday, April 24 at 6:00 p.m.                              
at the Westgate Community Centre ( 4943 8 Ave SW)                                                            

Refreshments will be served at 5:30.                  
For More Information Call Wendy at 705-3478 

2007 Partner In Service Awards                                                                  
Presented by Executive Director, Joy Johnson-Green and Board Member, Richard Anderson  

Sonshine Community Services initiated the Partners in Service award to honour those in our community who have made an          
invaluable contribution toward sustaining the challenging work of providing care its clients.  At the 2007 Annual General Meeting, 
three such partners were recognized and presented with a plaque. 

Nexen Inc. is currently in its seventh year of partnership with Sonshine.  Their financial contributions as 
well as many volunteer hours through their Days of Caring Program send a message that they care about 
the women and children who come to make Sonshine Centre their home.  Nexen is a leader in their      
industry.  Nexen was represented by Marcelle Leveille, Senior Advisor of Community Investment. 

Calgary’s River Park Church  (formerly First Christian Reformed Church) has 
been involved with Sonshine since its inception in 1978. Their consistent and     

effective support over the years has been key in seeing Sonshine transformed from a grassroots organiza-
tion to a multi-service agency.  They have provided meaningful financial resources, volunteer manpower, 
and played a major role in the expansion of our new facility.  In 2006/2007, River Park Church provided free 
office space while our counseling program was in transition.  The people of River Park Church have demon-
strated a desire to serve with their tireless assistance to the individuals and families who access Sonshine 
Community Services for help. Their representative was Betty Vanderburg, also a counselor with Sonshine  
Community Counseling Services. 

The final recipient for the evening was ConocoPhillips Canada Ltd.   Their support started in 2003 when 
they adopted three families at the Centre for the Christmas adopt-a-family program.  Every year since they 
have adopted all the families, ensuring a special Christmas for each one.  They have also stepped up to the 
plate with many hours of volunteer time, donations of office furniture and computers, capital dollars for our 
children’s program as well as operational dollars on an annual basis. ConocoPhillips also started Sonshine’s 
signature fundraising Gala “Break Through the Silence” in 2005.  Sonshine Community Services is truly 
grateful for their partnership.  Barb Simic accepted on behalf of  ConocoPhillips. 

�Alberta’s Promise  is a movement established by the Alberta Government to inspire Albertans to direct more resources to     
benefit our children and youth.  It helps communities, businesses, service clubs, foundations, and agencies to work together for this 
cause.  Following on the lead of America’s Promise and Ontario’s Promise, the Little Red Wagon was chosen as the symbol for   
Alberta’s Promise.  It symbolizes a partner’s commitment to do great things for Alberta’s children.  Promise agencies provide services 
and resources directly to children and youth.  They are registered charitable organizations or non-profit societies that are not 100% 
government funded and are governed by an “arms-length” Board of Directors.  Service Providers 
are one kind of Promise Agency that delivers programs and projects directly to children and youth 
in our communities, and direct a significant amount of their resources or funding toward programs 
for children or youth.  On April 23, 2007, Sonshine Community Services was accepted as an  
Alberta’s Promise Agency at a ceremony in Calgary.  The Red Wagon was    presented to Joy 
Johnson-Green, Executive Director, by (from left to right) Mr. Bill Smith, Co-chair, Premier’s   
Council on Alberta’s Promise; Honourable Janis Tarchuk, Minister, Alberta  Children’s Services;     
Premier Ed Stelmach and Mrs. Marie Stelmach.  Sonshine Community    Services is proud to be 
part of Alberta’s Promise. You can see our Red Wagon and Alberta’s Promise Certifi-
cate displayed in our office.   

Sonshine Community Services Annual Fundraising Gala ,         
BREAKING THE CYCLE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  ‘ONE   FAM ILY AT A TIME’                                                      

was held on November 14, 2007 and raised almost $70,000 to help women and children 
fleeing domestic violence. 

 Thank you - Event sponsors ConocoPhillips and Cent re Street Church                                           
      Keynote speaker The Honorable Judge S.L. Van de Veen                                         
      Host Angela Kokott                                                                            
      Special guest Canadian Idol Finalist Matt Rap ley                                                                                     
      And all of the those who donated time, goods and services to make 
      this event a major success, thank you for you r support.                                                          

Host Angela Kokott           
of Global Television  with 
“Canadian Idol Finalist” 

Matt Rapley      

Keynote Speaker             
The Honorable Judge        

S. L. Van de Veen 
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Plan to attend and support Sonshine Community Services in breaking the cycle of domestic violence.�


